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The Capital Fund has invested in Rights Tracker, a developer of intellectual property rights management systems, as part of a significant new funding round. The Creative Capital Fund participated in this fundraising round with additional support from angel investment.

Established in 2002, The Capital Fund is a £50 million venture capital fund that backs fast-growing small and medium-sized companies in the Greater London area, and is the largest of the nine UK regional venture capital funds.  

Rights Tracker’s software allows clients to maximise the potential of their intellectual property (IP).  Initially focusing on the television sector, Rights Tracker enables rights owners to maximise the licence revenue, minimise the administrative burden, and ensure efficient stewardship of company assets.  IP rights and contracts are recorded and organised using Rights Tracker software, and any potential areas where rights can be exploited are identified.  For production companies, international distributors, broadcasters, and other rights-holding organisations, correctly identifying and valuing IP is a crucial revenue source.  

Ross Bentley, Rights Tracker CEO, said: “With the proliferation of broadcast platforms, revenues from advertising have become spread more thinly.  Efficiency in licensing content has consequently become critical for all IP owners.  Producers need to manage broadcast, co-production and distributor agreements, as well as pre-sales, and sub-agent agreements on part of the production.  When merchandising and rights for broadcast on digital platforms – such as mobile phones – are taken into account, it becomes extremely complicated to keep track of all the contractual agreements surrounding a particular show or series.” 

Bentley and his team recognised these problems and saw a niche for a user-friendly and universally-applicable software system that could bring together all the relevant data surrounding the IP rights for content owners. 

“The system can identify when licences for content expire and highlights where and when it can be sold,” Bentley said.  

This is very useful when negotiating deals with, for instance, broadcast platforms, as often there will be very specific requirements in terms of timing and location – and for a rights-holder to be able immediately to ascertain what content would be available makes the process much more efficient. 
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1. About The Capital Fund 
 For further information: www.thecapitalfund.co.uk

2. About Rights Tracker
For further information: www.rightstracker.com 
Or contact: Naomi Bradford, Commercial Director on: +44 (0)20 7724 1745; email: naomi@rightstracker.com

3. About g2i
For more information: www.g2i.org

4. About The Creative Capital Fund
For more information: www.ccfund.co.uk
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Bentley said: “Our top priority was to develop a powerful system that would have the simplicity and functionality that modern users expect.  We’re also an official Microsoft Field-Managed Service Partner, which means we can call on Microsoft’s technical expertise and ensures we stay abreast of Microsoft’s technical roadmap.” 

The new funding round will be used to develop Rights Tracker’s sales and marketing function and to continue technical development of the system.  “We’ve developed a great product and now will be ramping up our profile to develop new clients using a network of resellers and systems integrators,” Bentley said.  Looking to the future, Rights Tracker plans to extend its systems beyond broadcasting to other sectors where IP rights management is key to revenue optimisation, such as music and publishing.   

Commenting on working with The Capital Fund and the investment-raising process, Bentley said: “The Capital Fund have been tremendous to work with.  Benjamin Davis clearly understands our strategy, and we have established an excellent relationship with his team.  While the due diligence procedures took some time, the detailed examination of the company provided us with new insights into our business and where improvements can be made.” 

Benjamin Davis, Investment Manager at The Capital Fund, said: “Rights Tracker have developed a great product that has enormous potential in the broadcast industry and can also can be applied to many other sectors.  We’re looking forward to helping Ross and the team take the company forward.”  

Chris Blake, Investment Manager at the Creative Capital Fund, said: “Rights Tracker’s innovative management of IP rights will enable more efficient use of broadcast content, ensuring the best revenues for production companies and other key programme developers. We’re delighted to be supporting this particularly creative industry by investing in Rights Tracker.” 

Rights Tracker has been supported by gateway2investment (g2i), the investment readiness programme supported by the London Development Agency. Ian Shields, Programme Manager, said: “We are pleased that Rights Tracker has secured this important round of funding.  The achievements of the company to date, and its product offering, make it a very attractive proposition for any investor.”
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